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generally spent the autumn In Baden-Baden, where she
usually stayed at the Messmersch House. The whole family
always arrived there for her birthday on the 30th of September,
and delightful picnics and excursions were then arranged.
My grandmother made a charming hostess on these occasions,
. just as she did in Coblenz. It was highly amusing to observe
how my grandfather looked upon himself as a mere guest at
both these places.

After my grandfather's death the Empress stayed first of
all in Berlin, for which I was profoundly grateful; she did
everything she could, in so far as her strength allowed, to
lighten the burden of those difficult ninety-nine days for her
son and for me. It was an affecting moment when the flag
of the guard, which until then was set up at my grandfather's
palace, had to be brought over to the Berlin Castle after my
accession to the throne. She watched with veiled look the
festal but to her sorrowful performance. For the Weimar
Princess had become to the very core a Prussian Queen and a
German Empress. That she was the best of grandmothers
to me at the same time, I shall always remember to my

dying day,

*          *          *

Of Emperor William L's circle the now deceased Grand
Duchess Louise of Baden, the Emperor's only daughter, stood
closest to me. She was an unusual woman, deeply religious, firm
in the Protestant faith, but thoroughly tolerant; and this was
often misunderstood. She showed a decided partiality for me
from my childhood, and until her death I returned her affection
on my side with love, trust and esteem, and let her take part,
through written communications, in everything that con-
cerned my life and work. _ She possessed considerable political
ability and a great gift for organisation, and she understood
excellently how to put the right men in the right places and
how to employ their strength serviceably for the general benefit.
Although it was not always recognised, she had learned admirably
to combine the Prussian element with the Baden character, and
she developed into a model sovereign princess. Until the last,
sustained by her splendid memory, she took part in everything